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IT growth stronger than expected

Exports Estimated To Grow Between 13% And 15% During Fiscal 2010-11

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: Indian IT, including Kar-
nataka's IT, is making a stronger re-
covery than expected.

Infosys Technologies CEQ Kris
Gopalakrishnan said given the strong
second quarter numbers posted by his

company and others, Indias IT exporis -

this fiscal would be higher than antle-
ipated. Companies Hke Infosys and TCS
reported double digit sequential rev-
enue growth for the second quarter.

IT exports are estimated to grow be-
tween 13% and 15% during fiscal 2010-
11, compared tojust over 5% last year

"The IT/1TeS sector is expected to
touch $71.7 billion this year, ac-
counting for about 5.8% of the coun-
try's GDP The IT industry would cre-
ate 1.5 lakh to 1.7 Iakh jobs in the cur-
rent fiscal,” Gopalakrishnan said at
the inaugural session of Bangalore-
IT.biz 2010, the annual state-spon-
sored IT show.

Talking about Karnataka's exports,
the state chief minister BS Yeddyurappa
said the state’s IT exports are expected
o cross Rs 90,000 crore this fiscal, com-
pared to Rs 74,929 crore recorded last

vear. In the first six months of the cur
rent fiscal, the state is said to have reg-
igtered IT exports of Re 38,000 crore.
The CM also announced several inl-
tiatives his government is planning {o
take to incentivise tfechnology The gov-
ernment, he said, has taken an in-prin-
ciple decision to extend the investment
promotion subsidy tosemiconductor umits
in Mysore, Mangalore and Hubli-Dhar-
wad, an effort to attract semiconductor
businesses to tier I and tier I cities.
The proposed new ICT policy, he said,

would encapsulate telecom, as mobile
telephony is expected to be a major
arowth engine for the rural economsy
State I'T minister Katta Subra-
manyva Naidu said the proposed IT in-
vestment region (ITIR) near Devana-
halli, on the outskirts of Bangalore,
ismaking progress. About 2,000 acres
of land has been notified for the proj-
ect. The ITIR, which the Centre too
will partiaily fund, is proposed as an
integrated township catering o the
TT/TTeS sectors and electronic hard-
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MNEW POLICIES EXPECTED

TE

@ Investment promotion subsidy fo
semiconductor units in Mysore,
Mangalore and Hubli-Dharwad

& New ICT policy that would encapsu-
late telecom, and focus on taking IT
to rural areas

Be o CEWIRE

& Incentives for the semiconductor fal
sector

& Dedicated R&D fung

& National Electronics Missicn

ware manufacturing industry.
Union IT secretary Shashi Kant
Sharmasaid there would be a greater
thrust on the electronics and hardware
industry The government, he said, is
contemplating special incentives for
the semiconductor fab sector, a dedi-
cated R&D fund and a National Elee-
tronies Mission. He also indicated that
micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs) would be provided dif-
ferential market access in government
procurement. Currenily, large IT firms
corner most government orders.
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New VC takes over
as DUTA ends strike

Semester Row First Challenge

Neha Pushkarna | TN

New Delhi: Professor Dinesh
Singh finally took over as the
new vice-chancellor of Delhi
University on Friday. Inci-
dentally, on the same teachers
called off their strike. After
serving as the director of
south campus for five years,
8ingh took charge from the
outgoing VC, professor Deep-
ak Pental, and also took along
the challenge to settle all dis-
putes between teachers and
the university.

As per an MHRD letter sent
to the university on Friday, the
President of India has ap-
pointed Singh as the VC in her
capacity as the Visitor of the
university. Singh has taken
over at atime whenbUisina
state of transition from thean-
nual mode to the semester
mede. And the transition has-
n't been smooth with teachers

frequently striking work and

holding protests on the campus.

However, Singh hopes to
take everyone along. Speak-
ing to Tol after assuming
charge, Singh said, “I do not
have a magic wand but I will
work with a spirit of cooper-
ation. And I hope they (teach-
ers) will reciprocate so that

we can work towards the bet- . [

terment of the university and
provide benefit to students.”

Singh added, “There is
resurgence happening in our
country in all fields. It can
only be sustained if the edu-
cation system matches the
need of the time. We need to
work really consciously to-
wards it to maintain the pace
and do better. If everybody in
the university realises this,

things will fall in place.”
Delhi University Teachers
Association too was hopeful
and a little calmer on Friday
evening. DUTA president
Aditya Narayan Misra hoped
that the stand-off over imple-
mentation of semesters would
come to end now. “We had
been demanding that anyone
holding the post of VC ille-
gally without the instructions

- Singh hopes totake
_everyonealong. !
- Speaking to Toi after .-
- assuming charge, . :
- Singh said, ‘I donot -
-have amagicwand -
- but1will work witha -
. spirit of cooperation’ ..

of the Visitor should go. That
has been done now and we
hope that misgovernance and
violation of DU statutes and
acts will end.” Though he
hoped that the new VC will
“try to restore the academic
ethos while following due
process,” he made it clear that

- teachers will continue teach-

ing in the annual mode.

Don't hold
students to
ransom: HC

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: After the Del-
hi high court asked the Del-
hi University Teachers’
Association (DUTA) to first
withdraw the strike before
it hears the teachers’ griev-
ances, DUTA called off
its ongoing agitation on
Friday

The undertaking to
withdraw its strike against
implementation of semes-
ter system came after an
HC bench asked the union
not to hold the students’ ca-
reers toransom and follow
university rules.

The counsel appearing
for DUTA assured the court
that the strike will be
withdrawn and DUTA will
appeal to its members to
join the classes.

At the same time, DUTA
argued that the teachers
had a right to go on strike
as a mode of protest
against the university as
their grievances were not
heard. :

However, the bench
asked DUTA to file a de-
tailed affidavit explaining
its stand and grievances by
November 11, after which
it would hear out the teach-
ers’ body.

HC was hearing a PIL
filed by one Professor MR
Gupta seeking a direction
for action against teachers
who have been on strike
since October 25.
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HRD, health min

spar over common
med/engg te st

Dhananjay Mahapatra | T~n

New Delhi: The health min-
istry on Friday attempted to
put a spanner in HRD min-
istry’s proposal through the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to hold a
single examination for Class
X11 passouts for medical and
engineering colleges at the all- . .
India level by integrating subjectsof physics and chem-
ATPMT and AIEEE. istry entitling them to com-
While All India Pre-Mad- pete for both medical and en-
jcal/Pre-Dental Entrance Ex- gineering streams.
amination (AIPMT) is con- Hence, there could be a sit-
ducted to fill 15% seats in uation where a student might
MBEBS/BDS courses In gov- figure in the merit lists for
ernment medical and dental both medical and engineer-
colleges against the all-India  ing and could take one of the
quota, the All India Engineer- seats in either of them wait-
ing Entrance Examination ing for a better option in an-
(AIEERE) is for drawing up a  other thus depriving other de-
combined merit list for differ- serving candidates.
ent categories of engineering Ahmed listed out the ben-
colleges. CBSE conducts both  efits of amalgamation of
ATPMT and ATEERE every vear AIPMT and ATEEE — candi-
Senior advocate Altaf dates will be less stressed as
Ahmed appeared to convince  selection would be based on
a bench comprising Justices common test tools and they
R V Raveendran and A K Pat- will be able to appear in med-
naik about the noble inten- icalas well as engineering en-
tions behind the move, that is  trance examination in one go,
torelieve the students iromap- parents too will be less
pearing in multiple entrance  stressed and less financially
examinations, but the health  burdened; emphasis would
ministry’s counsel, Aman shift to classroom teaching
Ahlawalia, attempted tosheot  than cecaching. But, when
it down saying it would create  Ahluwalia insisted a combined
confusion. entrance examination could
Ahluwalia said that there  resultinlateral overlapping in
were several students who  the meritlists, the bench won-
take mathematics and biolo- dered whether the objectlon
gv in addition to the commmon  was gemiine.
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Padma awardee part of fake
institute run by lIT-Kgp prof

Ghosh-Run Institute Had Blessings Of Directors Lipstick event

Akshaya Mukul | TNK

New Delhi: The tale of the
fake institute promoted by IIT-
Kharagpur teachers is getting
curosier by the day Docu-
ments in possession of TOIL
shows that two former direc-
tors —K L Chopraand S§ K
Dube — were patronising the
Institution of Electrical En-
gineers (India} ((EEXT).

K L Chopra, a former di-
rector of IIT-Kharagpur and
Padma Shri awardee, ironi-
cally, heads the Society for Sci-
entific Values that promotes
ethics and holds a slew of oth-
er exalted posts, He is the
chairman of Board of Gov-
ernors, NIT, Bhopal; and an
adviser to the Jaypee Group.

As:a director of IIT-
Kharagpur between 1987 and
1997, Chopra went to the ex-
tent of certifying that “syal-
labi of the Associate Mem-
bership Examination of the
Institution of Electrical En-
gineers are accepted at par
with electrical engineering
degree ie BE/B Tech, thus it

A K Ghosh

is recognized compositively
and affiliated professionally
by the IIT, Kharagpur, under
the authorized signatory of
director, IIT, Kharagpur and
being an adviser of the IEE.”
Chopra said graduate of IEE
is “authorized and eligible to
appear in GATE examination
for an admission in M
Tech/MS.”

Incidentally, this letter
was written on December 24,
1996, and a few days later —
onJanuary 17, 1997 — Chopra
accepted the offer to become

~an adviser to IEE (I).

Post retirement, he went
on to occupy another plum po-
sition. He became vicechair-

person of the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education,
the regulating body for private
technical/management insti-
tutes in the country Chopra,
however, denies these allega-

tions, claiming that the docu-

ments are forged. “I have no
idea, This is very shocking. A
K Ghosh (now suspended) is
naming everybody because he
is involved. ] will never do such
a thing,” he told Tol.

Dube, as director of 1IT-

Kharagpur, also wroteto JK  §
Tewari, head of IEE (I), in
2003, stating that he is look- :
ing “forward for the great :
cooperation between our :
institute (IIT) and [EE () in ¢
various fields of scienceand :

engineering”,

Another letter of com-
mendation to IEE (I) came
from J C Biswas of depart- :

ment of electronics and elec-
trical communication engi-
neering in IT-Kharagpur. His
letter of commendation clear-

ly mentions association be-
tween faculty of IIT-Kharag-

pur and [EE {I).

H
H
t

at lIT-R fest |
to be probed'

Roorkee: A competition dur-
ing OT-Roorkee’s annual festi-
val whereby boys holding lip+
sticks in their mouth applied
them on girls has sparked a oom-
troversy with saffron groups
staging a protest and the BJP
government in Uttarakhand or:
dering an inquiry

The competition was held on
Thursday during the festival
named “Thomso 10", Demand;
ing action against the engi-
neering institute for holding the
“obscene competition”, activists
of ABVP and Hindu Jagran
Manch on Friday staged a
protest in its campus. i

Meanwhile, Uttarakhand
government has launched
an inquiry into the incident;
“We will not tolerate any
obscenity in our state, We have

launched an inquiry in this

regard,” Uttarakhand Educa:
tion Minister Govind Singh
Bisht said. eri
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Ex-chiefs involved in
lIT scam, says prof

MURKIER Says they were party to running the fake institute

Charu Sudan Kasturl

[ charu‘kasturI@hindustantimes‘co.m

NEWDELHE The Indian [nstitute
of Technology-Kharagpur pro-
fessor under police investiga-
tion for running an unautho-
rised institute that duped stu-
dents using the IIT brand and
campus has accused two for-
mer IIT-K directors of sancti-
fying the fraud institution,

The former directors —
Kasturi Lal Chopraand Shishir
Kumar Dube — were not just
aware of the fraud Institute of
Electrical Engineers but inde-
pendently encouraged it,
accused professor Amit Kumar
Ghosh claimed to HT on Friday.

Both Chopra and Dube reject-
ed the charges.

Hindustan Times first exposed
(on October 19) the scam involv-
ing the IEE — with Ghosh as
president — running from the
IIT Kharagpur campus and
claiming links to the prestigious

| worked as honorary
president only because of
legitimacy awarded by peopl

fike Chopra and Dube.

AK GHOSH

first II'T. Since the expose, sec-
tions of the IT community have
been questioning how Ghosh
could have run the IEE with-
out the knowledge of senior
administrators.

“The impression that L alone
ran this institute is totally untrue,
Ijoined and worked as honorary
president only because of the
legitimacy awarded by people
like Chopra and Dube,” Ghosh
said, in his first detailed com-
ments since the scam was
exposed. “Several IIT faculty
are also involved in setting ques-
tion papers for the institute”

Ghosh said he had informed
the police about the involve-
ment of the “others” in the IEE.

Chopra, Director of IIT-K
between 1987 and 1997, wrote
to the IEE stating the IIT was
“affiliating” the institute now
under a cloud, Ghosh claimed.

“This is a most ridiculous
charge.l had not even heard of
IEE till the scam was exposed
in the news media,” Chopra told

" HT. “I am shocked Ghosh is

making such allegations.”

Chopra is a celebrated sci-
entist, who alsc heads the
Society for Scientific Values, a
non-government watchdog
against scientific malpractices.

Dube, who was Director of
the IIT between 2002 and 2007,
agreed - in a written letter - to
act in an advisory role to assist
the IEE, Ghosh said.

“I cannot imagine why Ghosh
would level such allegations. I
may have heard about some-
thing to do with the institute
(IEE) but how can an IIT
Director agree to advise a pri-
vate entity?” Dube said.
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Health ministry no to CET for medical, engg
NEW DELHL: The health ministry on Friday opposed in the
Supreme Court the plea of the CBSE seeking permission to
conduct Commeon Entrance Tests (CET) for medical and
engineering courses. The CBSE has moved an application
for holding the CET from the next academic year. The min-
istry’s counsel said the move was a “premature” decision.
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DINESH SINGH
TAKES CHARGE
AS VIC OF DELHI
UNIVERSITY

HT Correspondant

w hiraporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELMt After months of spec-
ulation, the Delhi University
(DU) got its new vice chancel-
lor {VC) on Friday. Dinesh
Singh assumed charge as VC
of the varsity.

“The President of India, in
her capacity as Visitor of the
university, has been pleased to
appoint Professor Dinesh Singh
as the Vice-Chancellor of the
University” read a press release
issued by the registrar of the
University. ‘

Singh succeeds Deepak
Pental, whose term has expired
on August 81 this year, but was
given an extension till the
appointment of the new VC,

| am extending my han
to members of every
segment of the university
community, so that we can
all work together...

DINESH SINGH
Vice-Chancellor, DU

Pental has been facing
stiff opposition from the
Delhi University Teachers’
Association (DUTA), following
the introduction of the
semester system, in 13 under-
graduate science courses
this year.

Teachers have been striking
work frequently to register
their protest, which has, in
turn, disrupted the academic
schedule of students.

Commenting on protests by
DUTA against the semester
system and how he seeks to
resolve the impasse, Singh said
the solution to the present eri-
sis lies in cooperation.

“I am extending my hand to
members of every segment of
the university community, so
that we can all work together
for the betterment of the uni-
versity at large and of students
in particular”

The DUTA, meanwhile, is

" adamant about teaching only
inthe annual mode, until there -
is a proper debate on the
semester system. ’
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DU teachers callsoff strlke

Staff Reporter

* NEW DELHE The Delhi Univer-

sity Teachers’ Association on -

Friday called off its four-day-
old strike against the univer-
sity’s decision to introduce
the semester system for all
the prescribed sciences
courses,

The DUTA mthdrew the
strike when the Court gave an
ultimatum to either with-

draw the agitation or face or-

_ders by it. The Association
opted for the first choice after

assessing the mood of the

Court as it looked very seri-
ous to ensure that studies of
the students were not
. affected.

After confabulating w1th
the office-bearers of the-Asso-
ciation present-in the Court,
its counsel informed the
Court about the with-
drawal of the strike immedi-
ately and assured it that the
striking teachers would begin

taking classes from Friday.

itself. .
Earlier counsel for the pet-
itioner in the matter urged

the Court to direct the Asso-
ciation to call off the strike
and take classes so that the
students could write their
scheduled examination in
December under the semes-
ter system.. .

The DUTA also gave an un-
dertaking to the Court that
there would be no deviation
from its decision to call off
the strike and re-start teach-

ing. ln case of any d1gressmn
from it, the Court would take

‘it very seriously, the under- ’

taking said,

To the submission by coun-

se] for the Association that
the university should be di-

rected to take the teachersin.
before

to confidence
introducing the semester sys-
tem, the Court directed it to

file an affidavit mentioning
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their gnevances agamst the
university’s decision to intro-
duce the semester system ar-
bitrarily by November 2.

The Court had on Wednes-
day issued notices to the uni-
versity and the DUTA, on the
petition by Professor M.R,
Gupta, a retired Wing Com-
mander, seeking a direction
to the teachers’ union to
withdraw the agitation.

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHL: In a statement,
the DUTA said the order
did not mean that teachers
would have toteach
according to the semester
mode. The teachers’ .
association said that it
would continue to fight the
“undemocratic and illegal
manner in which the .
outgoing V-C introduced
the semester system and

. "all teachers to continue

DUTA to contlnue struggle

the semester-based science

© - gyllabi”,

. Asserting that it would .

. continue its struggle, the

DUTA said it will appeal to

teaching in the annual

“mode “since the 13 science
courses do not have the
legal mandate of the

.. university ordinances. No
. teacher will accept any

assignment iri the
examinations under the

_semester scheme”.

- strikes, the teachers’

" financial papers “which

With regard to the “no
work no pay” principle
adopted by the university
owing to the frequent

association said it had
requested all college
bursars not to sign any

involve non-payment of
salaries to teachers who
are teaching in annual
mode”.
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Fire wrecks
Presidency
University lab

Staff Reporter

KOLKATA: The research labora-
tory of the Chemistry Depart-
ment of Presidency
University here was reduced
to heaps of rubble, mangled
wires and wrecked equip-
ment in a fire that raged for
four hours in the wee hours of
Friday.

While there were no cau-
salities or injuries, the nearly
20 research scholars working
currently with the depart-
ment have lost a lot of their
work as a result of the fire.

Since the students were in
the middle of their research,
there has been a substantial
damage but the extent of the
damage is yet to be ascer-
tained, said Dipak Mondal,
head of the Department of
Chemistry. The fire broke out
at nearly four o'clock in the
morning on the third floor of
the Derozio building,
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Tsunami warning systems inadequate

Often unable to help those most at risk

MENTAWA! iSLANDS (INDONESIA):
Costly warning systems in-
stalled across Asia since the
deadly 2004 tsunami did
nothing to save villagers on
these remote Indonesian is-
lands who saw homes and
loved ones swept away by a
giant wave this week.

Such systems can be effec-
tive for people living hours
away from where a tsunami is
forged but are often unable to
help those most at risk. A
three-metre wave struck the
Mentawai islands on Monday
just minutes after a massive

earthquake offshore, killing.

more than 400 and destroy—
ing hundreds of homes in 20
villages.

There are questions about
whether Indonesia’s system
was working properly. Even if
it was, atsunami generated by
an earthquake so close to
shore can reach land long be-
fore there is a chance to raise
an effective warning, experts
say.

Piatoro, a coconut farmer
on the wave-battered island
of Pagai Selatan, said he and
his family ran toward higher
ground when the water
slammed into their home, but
it was too late. The water
snatched his feet from under
him and he was sucked under
the waves, tumbling over and
over. His wife was torn from

MIRACULOUS ESCAPE: Imanuel Tegar, who was found in a storm drain after a
tsunami hit his village, at a hospital in Mentawai Islands, Indonesia, on

Fnday PHOTO: AP

him.

“I felt like I was boneless,”
Piatoro (49) said on Friday as
he sat alone on a hospital mat,
skin scraped from his calf and
stitches on a foot wound, It
was not clear if his wife had
survived.

Disaster response officials
believe the final death toll
could exceed 600, with many

victims sucked out to sea as

the tsunami receded
Elsewhere in the disaster-
prone archipelago, the na-
tion's most active volcano,
Mount Merapi in central Ja-
va, was spewing lavaand sear-
ing gas, after an eruption on
Tuesday killed 34 people.

Volcanologist Heru Supar-'
woko said the clouds were

¢

“definitely dangerous” for
people who had refused to
obey orders to evacuate the
danger zone.

Some 50,000 people have
fled to temporary shelters but
many are returning to their
fields on the volcano during
the day, despite the threat of
another deadly eruption, —.
AP AFP -
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China’s supercomputer world’s fastest
At 2.507 petaflops, Tianhe-1A is 1.4 times faster than U. S Cray XT5 Jaquar

Tania Branigan

BEIJING: China has overtaken
the US. as home of the
world’s fastest supercomput-
er. Tianhe-1A, named in hon-
our of the Milky Way, is
capable of sustained comput-
ing of 2507 petaflops —
equivalent to 2,507 trillion
calculations each second.

The US. scientist who
maintains the international
rankings visited it last week
and said he believed it was 1.4
times faster than the former
number one, the Cray XT5
Jaguar in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see. That topped the list in
June with a rate of 175
petaflops,

The US. is home to more
than half of the world’s top
500 supercomputers. China
had 24 in the last list, but has
pumped billions into devel-
oping its computational abil-
ity in recent years.

The machines are used for
everything from modelling
climate change and studying
the beg:mnmgs of the uni- .
verse to assisting aeroplane
design.

Housed in the northern
port city of Tianjin, near Beij-
ing, Tianhe-1A was developed
by the National University of
. Defence Technology. The
system was built from thou-
sands of chips made by U,
firms — Intel and Nvidia —
but domestic researchers de-

-New York Times

. veloped the networking tech-

nology that allows
information to be exchanged
between servers at extraor-
dinary speeds.

Tianjin’s weather bureau

and the National Offshore Oil
Corporation data centre are
already using it for trial pro-
jects. “It can also serve the
animation industry and bio-
medical  research,” Liu
Guangming, director of the
National Centre for Super-
computing, told China Daily.

Tianhe-1A was in seventh
place in the last rankings. Its
domestic rival  Nebulae,
housed in Shenzhen, was at
that time ranked second, ca-
pable of sustained computing
of L27] petaflops.

The next set of rankings is
due next week, but Jack Don-
garra, the University of Ten-

‘nessee computer scientist

who oversees them, told the
that
Tianhe-1 “blows away the ex-
isting number one”,
Wu-chun Feng, a super-
computing expert and profes-
sor at Virginia Polytechnic

Institute and State Unjversi-.

ty, told the newspaper: “What
is scary about this is that the
U.S. dominance in high-per-
formance computing is at
risk. One could argue that this
hits the foundation of our ec-
onomic future.” — © Guardi-
an Newspapers Limited,
2010
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NUMBER CRUNCHER: Engineers work on the
Tianhe-1A supercomputer at the National Center
Jor Supercomputing in China’s Tianjin Municipality
in this August 31, 2010 file photo. - PHOTO: AP
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Prof Dinesh Singh
takes over as V-G

L
SANA SHAKIL W NEW DELHI

fofessor Dinesh Singh, the

-Pro Vice-Chancellor of
Delhi University, on Friday
togk over as the new V-C,
Singh's appointment came at a
ti;ne when the university has
been witnessing a prolonged
agitation by teachers over the
semester system issue.

T - Singh, who becomes the
281k Vice-Chancellor of DU,
took the charge from Deepak
Pental, whose term had expired
on August 31 and the post was
lylng vacant since then. A
Mathematician, Singh has also
been the director of the
University’s South Campus,
and was the Pro Vice-
Chancellor of the university
during Pental's tenure,

Following Singh's appoint-
ment, the Delhi University
Teachers’ Association (DUTA)
called off its five-day strike on
Friday. DUTA presiJ;:nt Adi
Narayan Mishra welcomed the
appointment, saying he hoped
that the era of corruption and
arrogance in the administration
would now end.

“We have called off the
strike since we honour the HC
judgement. As for the new
Vice-Chancellor assumin
office, we hope he would eng
the era of corruption and arro-
gance. T hope everything in the
university gets back to normal
soon,” he added.

An alumnus of St Stephen’s
College, Singh is a doctorate
from Imperial College of
Science Technology &
Medicine, London. Director of
the Mathematical Sciences
Foundation in Delhi, Singh is

p-3

the search commities

- Quigoing V-C, Prafessor Deepak Pental, has congratulated the new V-C

saying, ‘Good luck to the new V-C, may he take this university forward’

also adjunct professor in
Mathematics at the University
of Houston, Texas. He began his
career as a,ecturer in Delhi
University after his association
with IIT-Delhi and Indian
Statistical Institute, Delhi. It is
believed that his academic cre-
dentials and his good reputa-
tion as the director of the South
Campus gave him an edge over
other contenders for this post.
The name of Dinesh Singh
was picked up from the panel
of four names recommended
by the search committee. The
other names were Meenakshi
Gopinath, principal of Lady
Shriram College; Seyed E
Hasnain, V-C of University of
Hyderabad; and BS Chimni,
professor of the Centre for
International Studies, JNU.
After his appointment,
Professor Singh said, “It is an
honour to be appointed as the
Vice—Chancelror of such a

- The Vice-Chancelior's post in
Delhi University was tying vacant
since August

- DUTA chief AN Mishra has
welcomec the appointment, saying
he hopes that the era of comuption
and armogance in the administration
wouk now end

~ Professor Dinesh Singh, the
new V-C, began his career as a !
kecturer in Delhi University after his
association with 1T-Delhi and
indian Statistical Institute, Defhi

Pprestigious university. It is a job
of great responsibility and 1
extend my cooperation to
everybody in the university. I
hope, together, in the spirit of
unity and cooperation, we can
take this University forward”

The outgoing V-C,
Professor Deepak Pental also
congratulated the new V-C
saying, “Good luck to the new
V-C, may he take this
University forward.

The biggest bone of con-
tention during Pentals term
had been the introduction of
the semester system in 13
undergraduate Science cours-
es this year, which DUTA says
has come without the approval
of the Academic Council and
the Executive Council. Another
issue of contention between the
teachers and the administration
has been the continuation of
Pental in the chair after the
expiry of his term.
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Common exam:
Health Ministry

retracts nod in

PNS m NEW DELHI

ﬁ- revolutionary decision to
old a common entrance

test for admission to top med-
ical and engineering colleges
hit a roadblock on Friday, with
the Union Health and Hurnan
Resources Development
Ministries crossing swords in
the Supreme Court.

Stung by the difference of
opinion within the
Government departments, an
anxious Bench of Justices RV
Raveendran and AK Pattnaik
wondered if the objection of
the Health Ministry to the
proposal was guided by “gen-
uine grievance” in the interest
of students or a result of
“departmental difference”

Caught between the two
departments was the Central
Board of Secondary Education
{CBSE} — the agency respon-
sible for conduct of All India
Pre-Medical/Dental
Examination and All India
Engineering Entrance
Examination,

Appearing for CBSE,
senior advocate Altaf Ahmed’s
surprise was not hidden. He
asked, “How can the Health
Ministry oppose this proposal
now after agreeing to it four
months ago?” He was referrin
to the meeting convene
between the officials of Health
Ministry, HRD Ministry,
Medical Council of India and
CBSE on June 7.

It was at this meeting a
decision was arrived by con-
sensus to hold a common
examination for medical/den-
tal and engineering admis-
sions in Government colleges
across the country. “Both
AIPMT and ATEEE conducting
committees have agreed to
hold the test,” Ahimed said.

Listing the benefits of this
proposal, the advocate sug-
Eested that not only students

ut parents too would be
relieved of stress and financial

SC
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A Supreme Court Bench
wondered if the

Mini s objection
was guided by ‘genuine
grievance’ in the
interest of students or a
result of ‘departmental
difference’

- |

burden associated with conduct
of multiple examinations.
However, the Health
Ministry opposed this sugges-
tion, citing the possibility of a

“lateral overlap”. Advocate

Aman Ahluwalia, who repre-
sented the Ministry, said,
“There are several students
who take mathematics and
biology, becoming eligible to
appear in both AIPMT and
AIEEE...There could be a sit-
uation where a student might
figure in merit lists for both
medical and engineering
streams and could sit on one of
the seats while retaining the
seat on the other list waiting for
a better option thus depriving
other deserving candidates”™
Finding the argument too
late in the day, the Bench
instructed the Ministry to give
its opposition in writing giving
time till two weeks to submit
the same. CBSE, which had
moved an application in this
regard had -=stated, "It was
desired by the members of the
Committee {on June 7) that
both the AIPMT and AIEEE,
which are conducted by CBSE,
may be integrated keeping in
view the interest of the candi-
dates to enable them to get
admission in medical/dental
and engineering through a sin-
gle entrance examination”
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pex court takes a dig

3
\t.

at Health Ministry.

R SE‘bHunAMAN
Lscm. CORFIESPONDENT :

NEw Dsu-n, OCTOBER 29

The Supreme Court today had
1a dig at the Health Ministry
,for opposing the proposed
combmed common entrance

“test (CET) for admission to
‘medical . -and - engineering ;-
courses desplte acknowledg- | '
Development (HRD) and
*Health Ministries.! -
. Thecourt then asked senior
"If it is really in the inter- . counsel Altaf Ahmed, who
appeamdforthc Cemral Board
~of ‘Secondiry
" '(CBSE) how the Board would

ing that the present multiple
-exams had placed a huge bur-
den an the students., -

est of the students, why are

you opposmg it?" a Bench,’.

comprising" Justices RV
Ravecndran andAK Pamalk,,

Tribune, ND 30-Oct-10

B ',"asked the lmmstrsl s counsel.

:'When the couhsel said it
Was due to "certain practical
difficulties," the Bench again
wanted to know whether

these were "genuine” or due
to a "departmental fight"
between the Human Resource

ucation

manage to conduct a single

p-4

entrance test for the two differ-
ent disciplines. Ahmed said
though the test would be com-
bined, counselling would be
separate for medical and engi-
neering. The admissions list

~would be prepared on the basis
of the rank and merit and the

course and college aﬂotted to
each student, = ™
Adjourning the hcarmg for
three weeks, the Bench asked
the Health Ministry to file its
response to the CBSE pro-
posal by then. The Medical
Council of India has filed the
petition seeking involvement -
of all 'states in the combmed

- CET proposal. e

sk

Prez opens PanllIT conclave .

OuR CORRESPONDENT

GRreATER Noipa, Octoser 29
"The government of India
has various schemes aiming
at transforming the nation.
The nation today requires
expertise to help charting
out ways in which such ini-
tiatives can be implement-
ed. The public, private and
civil society need to uphold
the spirit of giving back to
society,” President Pratibha
Patil said in a recorded
inauguration message
screened at the opening of
conclave. The conclave
;vlill conclude on October
.. The President was sched-

uled to inaugurate the con-
clave at India Expo Centre
here, personally. But her
visit was cancelled as the
administration was unable
to provide her with ade-
quate security due to pan-
chayat elections in the dis-
trict,

The conclave has been
organised by IIT alumni.
The event's theme is 'Sus-
tainable Transformation -
Our New India'. It focuses
on good governance,
knowledge-based economy,
innovative, equivalent and
happy society.

Addressing the gathering,
Arun Seth, chairman Steer-
ing Committee of PanIIT

2010, said that this time was
all the more important as it
coincided with the golden
jubilee year of IIT Dethi
and IIT Kharagpur. The
theme of the conclave is apt
considering the contribu-
tion of the premier institu-
tion in developing skills.
Inaugurating the three-
day conclave, Faroog
Abduilah, minister of new
and renewable energy, said
that the mankind had
realised that it had to go
back to natural resources
to sustain itself. It is imper-

. ative for the country to

work hard to produce
cheap, sustainable and
good renewable products.

Sam Pitroda, advisor to
the prime minister, stressed
on the concept of 'New
India' that will overcome
the challenges of disparity
among utban and rural, rich
and poor and demography
and development. He said,
"Only inclusive growth
could transform India and
the knowledge commission
is working to instali IT at
all levels of operation. For
this, we need large amount
of data centers, platforms
and numerous innovation
councils that will work
24x7 to benefit India’s 30

' million illiterate populdtion

and 400 million people
below the poverty line."
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Information Technology (IT)
outsourcing issue will be
high on the agenda of issues
to be discussed during US
President Barack Obama's
visit to India next weekend.

External affairs minister SM
Krishna and commerce and
industry minister Anand Shar-
ma had earlier said that the
issue would be raised during
the US President’s visit, the
same views were expressed
by Union Minister of State for
IT and Communication
Sachin Pilot yesterday.

The issue could become
one of the most hotly-debat-
ed ones as even the repre-
sentatives of the Indian IT
industry are waiting to get an
audience with the US Presi-

Tribune, ND 30-Oct-10 p-21

Outsourcing issue to be
raised with Obama

Over 60 per cent of the
country’s T exports are to |
the US and recent moves
like hiking of fee for visas

have sounded warning

bells for the industry

dent to forward their views
on outsourcing of IT servic-
es and the recent hike in US
visa fee for the IT software
professionals.

Over 60 per cent of the
country's IT exports are to
the US and the recent moves
by the administration have
come as warning bells for the
industry. The US recently
hiked H-1B and L1 visa fees
for foreign companies, par-

ticularly outsourcing giants

from India, a controversial
step that could cost India's IT

industry $200 million a year.

In August this year, Ohio
Governor Ted Strickland of
the Democratic Party banned
outsourcing, saying this

undermined economic devel-

opment and had unaccept-
able business consequences
for his state.

Speaking on the sidelines of
a conference in Bangalore yes-

“terday Pilot assured the IT

industry representatives that
while the issue had been raised
with the US administration
eartier, it would again be raised

Page 14 of 29

during the Obama visit.

Experts are of the view that
that most of the job losses in
the US were not arising
because of outsourcing IT
services to India . They were
as a result of other sectors
such as construction, retail,
which were moving to
online shops, and the rest of
manufacturing moving out
of the country,

They point out that the
Indian IT-BPO industry was
creating jobs not only in
India , but also in Europe
and America , where large
number of local people were

. employed.

The government had earli-
er, conveyed serious concem
over the issue to the United
States Trade Representative
(USTR) Ron Kirk, who co-
chairs the Forum with Com-
merce and Industry minister.
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Union minister of new and renewable energy Farcoq Abdulla and Sam
Pitroda, adviser to the Prime Minister, Public Information Infrastn._xcture &
Information, during the Pan NT conclave in Greater Noida on Friday. Mr

. Pitroda on the sidelines of the conclave said India can help create jobs in the
PHOTO: PTI

US by providing alternative training.
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Toddlers Vie With Parents for iPhone Time

By HILARY STOUT
" Just as adults have a hard time put-
ting down an iPhone, so the device
is now the Toy of Choice for many 1-,
2-and 3-year-olds. It's a phenomenon
thatis attracting the attention of some
childhood development specialists.

Natasha Sykes, a mother of two in
Atlanta, remembers the first time
her daughter, Kelsey, then barely 2
years old, held her husband’s iPhone.
“She pressed the button and it lit up.

* 1just remember her eyes. It was like
‘Whoa!’”

The parents were charmed by their
daughter’s fascination. But then, said
Ms. Sykes, “She got serious about the
phone.”

Kelsey would ask for it. Then she’d
cry for it, “It was like she’d always
‘want the phone,” Ms. Sykes said.

Brady Hotz, who turned 2 in Oc-,

tober, was having a hard time get-
ting out the door of his family’s home
near Chicago recently. His mother,
Kellie Hotz, was in a rush, but Brady
dug in. “Mickey!” he said plaintively.
“Mickey!” (Translation: I'm not going
anywhere till 1 get to watch “Mickey
Mouse Clubhouse” onTV.)

Some credit a device
for helping children
with verbal skills.

Ms. Hotz, a veteran of such stand-
offs, switched instantly to what she
called her “guaranteed successtool.”

“What about Mickey onthe phone?”
shesuggested.

Mother swept up the now entirely
cooperative toddler, cued up the show
(via YouTube) on her little iPhone
screen, and strapped himintothe car.

Apple, the iPhone’s designer and
manufacturer, has built its success on
machines so simple and intuitive that
eventechnologically befuddled adults
canfigure them out, so it makes sense
that sophisticated children would fol-
low. Tap a picture on the screen and
something happens. What could be
more fun?

Many iPhone apps are aimed at
preschoolers, many of them labeled
“educational,” such as Toddler Teas-

ers: Shapes, which asks the child to
tap a circle or square or triangle; and
Pocket Zoo, which streams live video
of animals at zoos around the world.
There are “flash cards” aimed at
teaching children to read and spell,
and a “Wheels on the Bus” app that
sings the popular song inmultiplelan-
guages. Thenthere’s the newiGo Pot-
ty app, with automated calls remind-
ingtoddlersthatit’s timeto “go.”
Along with i

der should we have a specific guide-
line for cellphones,” she said. But, she
added, “At the moment, we seem to
feelit'sthe sameas TV.”

Jill Mikols Etesse, a mother of two
outside of Washington, believes that
her younger daughter is further along
in vocabulary, reading and spell-
ing than her older daughter was at
the same age, and she attributes this
progress to the iPhone and iPad. The
3

damage, however, many parents shar-
ingiPhones withtheir young ones feel
nagging guilt. They wonder whether it
isindeed an educational tool, or apas-
sive like ision. The

y Id has learned to spell com-
pound words like “starlight and fire-
works” through an app called Montes-
sori Crossword, her mother said.

But Jane M. Healy, an educational

American Academy of Pediatrics has
long advised parents not to let their
children watch any TV until they are
pasttheir secondbirthday,

Dr. Gwenn Schurgin O’Keeffe, a
pediatrician who is a member of the
academy’s council of communications
and media, said the group is continu-
ally reassessing its guidelines.

“Wealwaystrytothrowinthelatest

butth

P gist in Vail, Colorado, said:
“Any parent who thinks a spelling
program i for thatageis

Many parents who share their iPhones with their toddlers, as Kellie
Hotz does with son Brady Hotz, 2, feel a nagging guilt.

missing the whole idea of how the pre-
school brain grows.

What children need at that age is
whole body , the manipu-

tive experience, she and her husband
decided to set limits when their two
spent six hours straight

lation of lots of objects and not some
opaque technology. You’re not learn-
ing to read by lining up the letters jn
the word ‘cat.” You're learning toread

i bylisten-

y
is becoming so complex that we al-
ways come back to the table and won-

by
ing”
Despite Ms. Etesse’s generally posi-

staring at the iPhone during a car
trip. Now they allow each child no
more than one hour a day of screen
time. Tovah P. Klein, the director of
Columbia University’s Barnard Col-
lege Center for Toddler Development.
in New York (where signs forbid the

use of cellphones and other wireless
devices) worries that fixation on the

iPhonescreeneverytimeachildisout

and about with parents will limit the
child’s abitity to experience the wider
world. “Children at this age are so
curious and they’re observing every-
thing,” she said. “If you're engrossed
in this screen you're not seeing or ob-
servingortakingitin.”
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Utilizing the iPad to Scan the Wine Cellar

By KEVIN SACK

ATLANTA — At Bone's, Atlanta’s most -

venerable steakhouse, the gold-jacketed
waiters now greet dinersby handing them
an iPad. It is loaded with the restaurant’s
extensive wine list, holding detailed de-
scriptions andratings for 1,3501abels, -

tomers. And to the astonishment of the
restaurant’s owners, wine purchases shot
up overnight.

Other restaurateurs who are expeh— g

menting with iPad wine lists, from Syd-
neyto London to New York, report similar
results.

The devices seem tobe spurring deeper
interest in wine and more confident selec-
tions, they say.

“Ifeltlike they had given me the answer
sheettothetest,” said Bradley D. Kendall,
a Bone's regular who recently used the
iPad to select a 2005 Corté Riva cabernet
francfor $102, about 25 percent beyond his
usualrange.

Mr. Kendall said the ratings he found
on the iPad — by the wine writer Robert
M. Parker Jr, — carried credibility. He de-
cided that the price of the cabernet franc
was justified by Mr, Parker’s award of 92
points out of 100. “1 found a bottle of wine'
that [ never would have tried, and it was
wonderful,” he said.

Some who have used the iPads predict
the gradual extinction of the leather-

Wine sales

have risen at -
restaurants that,
like Bone's in
Atlanta, have
replaced printed
lists with iPads.

bound wine list.

“Ifthey build one that can open up a bot-
tleof wine, I'm goingtobe scaredtodeath,”
said Fred Dame, one of the America’s 105
master sommeliers and president of the
Guild¢f Sommeliers Education Founda-

. tion. “When I saw this thing and saw the
The gadgets have enthralled the cus- -

applications, I said, ‘Oh, man, that’s the
end of the print shop.””
Incentient, a company in Jericho, New

_York, that makes wine-list seftware for

~

Y

N
Digital menus boost

diners’ confidence
when ordering.

the iPad, has received orders from 40
restaurants, said Jénnifer Martucci, the:

vice president for product development, -

sales and marketing. Celebrity restau-
rateurs like Gordon Ramsay and Todd
English are among the pioneers. Some
restaurants have developed their own
software,

“Selecting wineis an age-old tradition,”
Ms. Martuccisaid, “but the time has come
toenhance the experience in the way that

. we’reused to getting information today.”

One of Bone’s owners, Susan DeRose,
still has concerns that the iPads will pre-
occupy diners and depersonalize the fine-
dining experience.

“I thought the men were going to be
playing with it and not talk to éach other,”
Ms. DeRose said, acknowledging that the
fears are unfounded.

Bob Reno, the wine steward, said he and
his co-woerkers had initially been cynical,
“We didn’t want to be replaced,” he said.
“We had to find a way to make it work in
tandem.”

But the waiters quickly came to ap-
preciate the iPad’s ability to monitor and
instantly update an inventory of 20,000
bottles. They found that customers still
sought advice, particularly about pairing
wines withfood. -

“With the information on the device,
they seem more apt to experiment by buy-
ing a different varietal or going outside
their price range,” Mr. Reno said. “It stuns
me, but they seem totrust the device more
than they trust me, and these are people
I'vewaited onfor 10 years.”

Bone’s bought 30 iPads for $499 each.
Co-owner Richard T. Lewis said none had
yet been stolen or damaged. He said the.
biggest challenge has been prying them
away from customers.

“We're still concerned,” he said, “about

-

whether you can control your technology

without it controlling you.”

ERIK 5. LESSER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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India Inc faces
attritionfears
iniTand [TeS

AS THE economic recovery has
opened up the Indlan Job mar-
ket, Indla Inc Is facing a problem
of attrition, which hasgone up to
as high as 30-35 per cent In many
sectors, a survey by the Assocl-
ated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (Assocham) sald.
The study on ‘Attritlon Problem
In a Growling Economy,’ said,
“Attrition level In the service
and financial sector has edged
up to 35 per cent In first half,
with banking and trade services
bearing the maximum brunt.”
The report, which surveyed 137
leading huniain resource (HR)
heads, sald IT and ITeS secior saw
an attritlon rate at 24 per cent.
Even blggles like TCS, Infosys and
Wwipro were hit by double digit
attritlon rates. Manufacturing
sector, which performed well In
the first half of this fiscal, Is also
hit by 13 per cent attrition.
‘About 59 per cent HR managers
cited salary hlke as the reascen
for Job changes and 62 per cent
sald better growth prospects
were responsible for these decl-
sions. Mail Today Bureau
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Gondwana, Take 2

A Gujarat fossil find may rewrlte India’s historical relationship with Asia & the world

: Gu]arat is India's wealthiest state and
lately it has made a habit out of script-
ing success stories. The latest one is
on areally grand, historical scale, It is
scripted in amber, an element prized
as highly as gold by ancients like
Etruscans. Amber is no less valuable
for palaecntologists today, because it
usually offers up perfectly preserved
fossils. For the first time, such fossil
deposits have beendiscoveredin India,
in the open-cast coal mines of Gu-
jarat's Cambay region. What they re-
veal could literally rewrite the history
of Indiawith Asia and the world.

To briefly sum up the hitherto ac-
cepted history, there once usedtobe a
supercontinent that we now call
Pangaea (with a minuscule minority
holding out there was a coexisting
‘megacluster, which has gotten dubbed
Columbia as most of the relevant

evidénce comes from the Columbia-

river region of the US). Pangaea's
southern half is called Gondwana. In
the mid-Jurassic era some 160 million
years ago, Gondwana split into several

pieces, with what’s now called the Indi-
an subcontinent gradually drifting to-

wards Asia. We have all been taught
that the collision of the latter two enti-

ties produced the Himalayas about 50
million years ago. Here's the catch
though, that the Indian landmass was
supposed to have remained isolated in
the interim. Going by this supposition,
around 50 million years
ago, the Indian land mass
should have carried
speciesthat wereextreme-
ly distinct (by virtue of
having evolved in isola-
tion). Only post-collision
would these have escaped
to merge with Eurasian
life, The startlingaspectof
Gujarat's amber fossils is
that while they clearly

"RENUKA BISHT

datingback morethan50million years.

Second, the discoveries confirm a

biotic connection with Northern Eu-
rope, Australia and the Americas as
well. To clarify, thesefindings fly in the
face of the expectation
that the relevant period
would only put forth evi-
dence of evolutionary ties

_ toAfricaand Madagascar:
Michael 8 Engel, one of
the 15 study members and

" curator of entomology at
the University of Kansas,
has clarified that, “What
we found indicates that
India was not completely

date back to 50-52 millior ~~
yearsinthepast, theyshowunequcted
cornmections betwsen India and
thatneither geologistsnor palaeontolo-
gists haveaccounted for sofar.

The scientific team working on the
Gujarat amber project includes per-
sonnel ranging from the University of
Bonn to Srinagar’s Hemwati Nandan
Bahugana Garhwal University This
team has thus far found more than 700
arthropod inclusions. First, their am-
ber discoveries confirm linkages with
(Southeast) Asian tropical rainforests

isolated, even though the
Cambay deposit dates from a time that

" precedes the slamming of India into

Asia.” Studyco-author David Grimaldi
of the American Museum of Natural
History in New York has similarly

“noted, “There must have been some

connections between India and Asia
that geologists aren’t accounting for.”
What could these connections have
been? Onecurrently prominent theory
suggests that before India slammed in-
to Asia, there may have been stepping
stones in the shape of small islands

Financial Express ND 30/10/2010 P32

No tech glitches in Day 1 of CAT online

X

that allowed speéies to hop across be-

fore the so-called Himalayan Big Bang.
Given that only the surface of the
Gujarat amber deposits has been
scratched so far, theories about the
history of India and Asia and Africa
and Europe are likely to get plenty
morejibbing in the coming months.
The nature of the Gujarat find
brings Jurassic Park te mind. The
Steven Spielberg film based on the
Michael Crichton baok is premised on
howDNA recovered froman insect that

“oncebit into adinosaur isused tobring

the likes of T-Rex back to life. Theoreti-
cally, fossil-preserving amber could
oneday yield up such DNA even if most
scientists dismiss this as the most ex-
tremeof sciencefictionfantasies. After
all, we have seen DNA being successful-
ly extracted from a 17 million-year-old
magnolia leaf and a 120 million-year-
old weevil. So, even if most serious
biologists doubt that dinosanrs canbe -

- cloned from fossils, and even if the Gu-

jarat amber is supposedly biologically
inert, the fact of its finding raises the
hope that much more of Indian prehis-
tory can be bought tolife, oneday.

renuka. bisht@expressindia.com

feBureau

Ahmedabad, Oct 29: The mouse
has finally been able to bell the
CAT. Theonline Common Admis-
sion Test (CAT) for admission to
the premier b-schools, the Indian
Institutes of Management (IIM)
and other top-ranked manage-
mentschools, whichkicked off on
Wednesday has been a smoothaf-
fairsofar ‘

Speaking to FE, convenor of

~ CAT2010, Himanshu Rai of IIM ,

Lucknow said: “Everything is

under control—so far so good.”
No Incidents of any glitches

have been reported in the first
threedaysof the administration

of theonline test.

It may be mentioned that CAT
was mired in controversy on ac-
count of technical glitches that
marred theadministration of the
test last year, thefirst year of the
online format of this hugely
sought-afterexam. Overs8,000can-
didates hadretested. :

-This year, however, the [IMsin

" collaboration with Prometric,

the company which has been
awarded the contract for admin.
isteringthe online CAT, hastaken
several steps to ensure that the
exam, which will have a 20-day
window from October 27 to No-
vember 24, does not face similar
problemsaslastyear.

\

f

For starters, Prometric re-
leased apractice paperearly Octo-
ber to help students get a better
ideaaboutthetest. Stepshavealso
been taken to avoid hardware
glitches which were encountered
lastyear.

Morethan2lakhstudentshave

- registered for CAT 2010, the re-

sults of which are expected to be
declaredonJan12next. Thetestis
being conducted in 78 centres
across33cities inthe countryand
forty different sets of quesﬂons
have been prepared.

According to the Jigish Patel,
who runs coaching classes for
CAT, the feedback received from
some students who have taken

CAT this year, the format is far
more user-friendly this year and .
easilycomprehensible. Moreover,
whathasmadethegoingeasterfor
those taking CAT this year is that
they have had a chance to hone
their skills in taking online tests
too. “Last year; most studentswho
were unaccustomed to taking on-
line tests were completed con-
fused about how to go about an.
swering online which, I feel wasa
crucial factor in triggering off
hardware and technical glitches.
And most importantly, Prometric
and the ITMs have been much

morepro-activethisyear inassist.

ingstudentsacquireacomfortley-
elwiththeonline format.”
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PAN-IIT CONCLAVE

‘There’s need to do
.things in innovative
- ways: PreSIdent

' EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE Pitroda said.

. NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 29 Noted author and The
' ' New York Times columnist
- INAUGURATING the Thomas L Friedman said
+ three-day Pan-1IT confer-  ITTians were a great hope
ence, President Pratibha for India and many more
Patil on Friday called on  ITT should be set up. “You
[Tians tocontribute tothe  need a government —and I
growth in the fields of sci-  think the presentoneissuch
ence, technology andinno-  a government — that will
vations. Opening the 8th nurture and encourage
Pan-IIT Conference” via everything that comes from
- video-conferencing, Presi- - the bottom of the pyramd

dent Patil pointed out at * tothe top,” he said.
the demographic dividend Observing that the future
that could work to India’s  would not be about devel-
advantage provided tech- oped or developing nations,
nology was harnessed in  Friedman said it will be
the right way. : "+ aboutwhethernationsoffera

“A time of change leads  High Imagination Enabling
to many challenges, which  environmentora Low Imag-
have to be overcome. It is - ination Enabling environ-
insuchtimes thatthercisa ment. He said the most im-
need tolook at methodsof  portant “economic
doing thingsinnewand in-"  competition would be be-
novative ways and also twcenyou andyourimagina-
with the help of cutting tion” astheworld ‘flattened’
edge technologies,” Presi-  to provide an even more
dent Pratibha Patil said i in level playing field toall. " y

. “her address. Minister for Newand Re-'
_ Advisortothe PrimeMin-  newable Energy Farooqp

+“ister Sam Pitroda said the- -* Abdullah, also present at the

nation still faced thechal: : opening session, noted that
lenges of disparity; equitable  ITTs were “vitally important
development was happen-  toIndia’s future”.
ing, but “not fast enough”. Rajat Gupta, Chairman
Pitroda called on IlTians to  of Pan-ITT Alumni Global,
help build a new India that ~ noted how far the organisa-
must be about raising the  tion had grown from being a
“peopleatthe bottomofthe  group of 25 IlTians ten
pyramid”. years ago.

“IITians can not only help The Pan-IIT Conference
by contributing advice on  focuses .on “Sustainable
policybut more importantly  Transformation - — Qur
alsohelpinexecution. Help  New India”. It will continue
us in implementation,” inNoidatill October31,
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Mount Everest gets 3G network

Utpal Parashar mobile phone base station.

m uparashar®hindustaniimes.com TeliaSonera also has the
record for setting up the

KATHMANDU: Cornmunication world’s lowest 3G base sta-

from the top of the world tion at a height of 1400

has got easier with a Nepali metres below sea level in a

telecom firm providing third European mine.

The Everest station will
have coverage till the sum-
mit at 8848 metres and
allow thousands of climbers
access to high speed inter-

generation (3G) mobile net-
work at the summit of
Mount Everest, the world’s
tallest mountain. -

Officials of Neell, asu

sidiary of Swedish telecom net and video calls using
major TeliaSonera told their mobile phones.
reporters on Thursday that , It would also enable
the company has set up a region at a height of 5200 climbers to keep track of
3G phone base station at metres. rapidly changing weather

Gorakhshep in the Everest It's the world’s highest 3G patterns in the region.
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